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The Wright 

The next meeting is 
scheduled for 7:00 PM on 
Tuesday, July 10th, 2007. It 
will be held at the 
Montissippi Flying Field. 
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 On Tuesday, June 12th, the Wright Flyers 
held the monthly membership meeting at the 
Montissippi Park flying field. This was second 
field meeting of the summer flying season. 
 The business meeting was called to order at 
7:18 PM by Vice President Wayne VanDen-
Boom. There were 11 members present, includ-
ing three club officers. The secretary presented 
the minutes of the May meeting and they were 
accepted as read. The treasurer reported that the 
current balance in the club account is $4,527.30. 
Jeff Nelson brought the bill for $31.50 for our 
last winter meeting room which needs to be 
paid. Also Garth is owed for mowing the field 
four times so far this season. 
 Discussion was conducted about having a club 
picnic at the field this summer. Members at the 
meeting were for a picnic so tentative date of Au-
gust 12th was set. More details will be discussed 
at the July 10th meeting. 
 Rich Johnson will try to have the signs that he 
promised for the field at the next meeting. 
 The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 PM. 

 This annual upper mid-west event was held at 
the 3M club field in Cottage Grove on June 22nd 
through 24th. On Saturday, the 24th, there were 

at least 80 registered fliers for a long beautiful 
day of flying. The Wright Flyers contingent con-
sisted of John & Joyce Kossieck, Joel Dirnberger 
and Leo Davids. Although the prize drawing for 
the registered pilots consisted of dozens of  quite 
valuable items among hundreds of smaller trin-
kets, none of our Wright Flyers had the luck of 
previous years. 
 There were over 50 transmitters in the im-
pound for the majority of the day with the six 
flight stations often filled along with a waiting 
line to fly. There were four vendors set up sell-
ing their wares around the field most of the day. 
Some very good deals were being offered by 
these vendors. 
 There was an impressive number of multi-
engine planes being flown, (John, Leo and Joel 
included) in what has become a much more com-
mon sight than in the days when glow engine 
powered aircraft were dominant. The electric 
powered helicopters also had a good showing at 
this event. John Kossieck shot some photos and 
video from his trusty old AP plane and there are 
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 In the three years that I’ve belonged to the 
Knox County Radio Control club, Knoxville, 
Tennessee, I’ve witnessed my share of crashes 
and even thrilled my buddies with a few of my 
own. One thing that amazes me about this 
hobby is how often we crash. On any given 
weekend, one or two members will probably 
lose a airplane. What’s even more amazing is that 
the vast majority of these crashes are entirely 
preventable. 
 Most crashes are caused by simple errors that 
we make before the airplane leaves the ground. 
Eliminate these errors and you’ll have a far 
better chance of bringing the model home in one 
piece. Here are the three most common mistakes 
that lead to crashes and simple steps for avoiding 
them. 
Wrong Model Number 
 Programmable radios make the sport more fun 
and arguably safer, too. One of the primary 
benefits of a programmable radio is that it can 
store settings for several models. With the click 
of a button, you can call up the settings for your 
favorite model, complete with trim settings, end-
point adjustments, servo directions, dual rates, 
exponentials, and more.  
 But programmable radios have a dark side. If 
you fail to select the right model number before 
takeoff, you may find yourself flying with 
reversed ailerons, a reversed elevator, improper 
trims or throws, or other ailments. Rare is the 
airplane that lands safely when the radio is set to 
the wrong model number. 
 The solution is twofold. One, remember to 
check the model number the moment you 
switch on your transmitter and make sure it 
matches the airplane you’re about to fly. Two, 
always check the movement of the control 
surfaces before flying. Even if you forget to 

(Continued on page 3) 

some photos posted on the MARCEE web site at 
http://www.marcee.org/marcee2007-saturday-
photos.htm (see sample photos below). 
 This event is undoubtedly the best way to see 
what electric RC is all about or to just come fly 
and hang out. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Above: Some members brought several planes to fly or dis-
play.   
Below:  A collection of transmitters in the impound area. 

Below: A collection of prizes given away is shown. 



 

 

 

check the model number, you’ll almost always 
catch the error if you check the control surfaces 
before every flight. 
 Having a radio set to the wrong model 
number is the most common cause of reversed 
servos, but it’s not the only cause. Occasionally 
we simply forget to program in the servo 
directions before flying a new airplane. Again—
make it a habit to check the control surfaces 
before every flight and you’ll head disasters off 
before they happen. Before flying a new airplane 
for the first time, get a second pair of eyes to go 
over it with you. If the ailerons are reversed and 
you overlooked it once, you’ll probably miss it 
again. 
Improperly Located Center of Gravity 
 There’s an old saying in this hobby that says 
“A nose-heavy airplane flies poorly; a tail-heavy 
airplane flies once.” Most beginners fail to 
appreciate how big a role balance plays in the 
performance of an airplane. Balance is important 
in full-scale airplanes, but it’s even more 
important in RC aircraft, where an inch or so 
can make the difference between a model that 
flies well and one that’s unmanageable in the air. 
 Most construction manuals specify where the 
model’s center of gravity (CG) should be 
located, and a model shouldn’t be considered 
complete until you’ve ensured that the CG is at 
or near the recommended location. If necessary, 
you can add a few ounces of lead to the nose or 
tail to achieve the recommended CG. Often 
adding lead isn’t necessary; you can achieve the 
desired CG by moving the receiver battery 
backward or forward. 
 Be certain to check the airplane’s CG before 
flying it for the first time. I usually mark the 
location of the manufacturer’s recommended 
CG with short pieces of trim tape. That way I 
can check the CG even if I don’t remember 
precisely where it’s supposed to be. Assuming 
your aircraft’s fuel tank is on or in front of the 
CG, be sure to check the CG with the tank 

(Continued from page 2) empty. Finally, if your airplane has retracts that 
fold backward (like the F4U Corsair), check the 
CG with the wheels up. 
 Deploying the gear prior to landing will move 
the CG forward, but it’s better to be nose-heavy 
during landing than tail-heavy during flight. 
Inadequately Charged Batteries 
 If you crave excitement, try flying your 
favorite airplane without charging the receiver 
battery. To double the fun, don’t charge the 
transmitter, either. Then you can take bets on 
which will fail first. Joking aside, charge those 
batteries before flying, and check them at the 
field if you’re not sure whether they’re charged. 
 Most transmitters have built-in voltage meters; 
I don’t fly if the voltage is less than 10 volts—just 
to be safe. You can check receiver batteries with 
an inexpensive voltmeter (which should be part 
of every flight box), or you can install an 
onboard voltage indicator like the Hobbico 
VoltWatch. Remember, low batteries lead to 
dead airplanes. This is one case where an ounce 
of prevention is worth a pound of cure. 

The Wright Flyer 

Why doesn’t Tarzan have a beard? 
Why does Superman stop bullets with his chest, but 
ducks when the bad guy throws a revolver at him? 
Why do Kamikaze pilots wear helmets? 
If people evolved from apes, why are there still apes? 
Why is it that no matter what color bubble bath you 
use, the bubbles are always white? 
Is there ever a day when mattresses aren’t on sale? 
Why do people constantly return to the refrigerator 
with hope that something new to eat will have 
materialized? 
Why do people keep running over a string a dozen 
times with their vacuum cleaner, then reach down, 
pick it up, examine it, then put it down to give the 
vacuum one more chance? 
Why is it that those plastic bags will never open from 
the end on your first try? 
Whose idea was it to put an “S” in the word lisp? 
From the Central Arizona Modelers Inc., Sedona, Arizona 
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If you have news or ideas for articles you would 
like to see,  you can email me at 

jedavids@charter.net 
Or call me at 763-263-3577. 

2007 Club Officers 
Pres.............Scott Leiferman........... 763-682-2707 
VP ...............Wayne Van Den Boom... 763-428-2360 
Treasurer ....Perry Dzuik.................... 763-477-6865 
Secretary .....Leo Davids...................... 763-263-3577 
Safety Off....Garth Landefeld ............. 763-497-5828 
News Ed.....Jean Davids..................... 763-263-3577 

Café Express 
Want club logo apparel & other items? Shop here: 

http://www.cafepress.com/wrightflyersrc. 
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WFRC Cub Scout flying Night - The an-
nual event is scheduled for Tuesday, July 24th at 
the Montissippi Park flying field. Club member 
Mark Verbrugge is the organizer for hosting the 
cub scout troop from St. Michael. The program 
has consisted of an orientation session for the 
scouts to obtain a briefing on how to operate the 
R/C aircraft they will be flying. Then depending 
on the number of scouts and aircraft set up for 
buddy box control, each scout will get 2-3 min-
utes of stick time with an aircraft aloft.  Mark 
and his volunteer staff of WFRC pilots usually 
get to the field by 6 PM for setup and test flying 
of the buddy boxed aircraft. The event typically 
will run to sunset. 

2007 Rotary Ring Out - The Minnesota RC 
Helicopter Association is holding the 7th annual 
helicopter fly on August 24th-26th at a new site, 
the Marion R/C Flyers Field - Rochester, MN. 
From Hwy 52, proceed East on 54th St (in the 
town of Marion). Turn Left onto 77th Ave. SE. 
Turn Right on 50th St. SE. This is an AMA sanc-
tioned event. 
EAA Maple Lake Pork Chop Dinner - 
This is the 21st annual fly-in dinner at the Maple 
Lake airport being held on Sunday, September 
9th. Dinner starts at 11:30 AM. The WFRC club 
is invited to display model aircraft in the main 
hanger.  


